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FDA to Schedule Hearing on 
Objections to Tuna Standard 


The Food and Drug Administration 
announces in the Federal Register of 
August 29, that, as a result of objec- 
tions to its proposed order establish- 
ing a definition and standard for iden- 
tity for canned tuna, it will be neces- 
sary to hold a public hearing on the 
tuna standards. 


The hearing will be concerned with 
two provisions of the definition and 
standard of identity relating to label- 
ing. Notice of the public hearing will 
be announced by the FDA later. 


The FDA also confirmed that no 
objections were received with regard 
to provisions of the fill of container 
standard for canned tuna, and the or- 
der promulgating those regulations be- 
came effective August 18. 


M. C. A. Suggests Priority List 
for Distribution of Vaccine 


The N. C. A. recommended to the See- 
retary of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare this week the establishment of 
suggested priorities for distribution 
of Asian flu vaccine, and asked that 
this list include personnel engaged in 
food processing and distribution. 


The N. C. A. pointed out in a letter 
to the Secretary that health authori- 
ties in certain localities have set up 
priority lists for distribution of the 
vaccine, and have given initial priority 
to physicians and their office person- 
nel, hospital and welfare personnel, 
police and firemen, and public utility 
workers. The N.C.A. suggested that 
the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, by virtue of being 
charged with over-all responsibility 
for the public health of the nation, 
should establish such a priority list, 
with food industry personnel included 
along with those who directly perform 
medical and essential civic functions. 


“A breakdown in the production and 
distribution of a well balanced food 
supply during an epidemic could be as 
sevious a public health matter as the 
disease itself,” the N. C. A. letter said. 


Prizes for Best in 
American Weekly Promotion 


Cash prizes will be awarded for the 
best display and report on sales of 
canned foods which are to be featured 
in September 22 American Weekly. 


Prizes will be awarded for the best 
entries including a snapshot of the 
canned foods display and a letter de- 
scribing the date, place and sales re- 
sults in terms of cases, dollars, or per- 
centage increase over a like period. 


First prize in the contest, which is 
open to canners, canners’ salesmen, 
brokers and retailers, is $50. Second 
prize is $25, and 15 prizes of $10 each 
will be awarded. 


Canners’ assistance is needed in 
publicizing this contest to brokers and 
retailers. The displays eligible for the 
cash prizes must be featured from 
September 18 to October 2. Entries 
should be mailed no later than October 
2 to Glamour Dinners, 19th Floor, 711 
Third Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Peas on Plentiful Foods List 


Canned peas will be included in the 
USDA's Plentiful Foods list for Octo- 
ber, according to word received from 
the Department. 


USDA has announced its desire to 
cooperate with industry, in its various 
special promotion activities, and will 


upplement the industry’s efforts in- 
ar as possible, 


Poultry Inspection Act Signed 


The Poultry Products Inspection 
Act, establishing a program of federal 
inspection of all poultry and poultry 
products, was signed by the President 
August 28 and is Public Law 85-172. 


The law provides for compulsory in- 
jon of poultry products by the 
SDA, the maintenance of sanitary 
facilities and practices, and correct 
and informative labeling. Inspection 
will be available January 1, 1958, and 
will be mandatory January 1, 1959 
(see INFORMATION Lerrer of Aug. 17, 
page 275). 


USDA Invites Suggestions for Research Advisory Groups 


Interested organizations are invited 
by USDA to submit suggestions con- 
cerning the federal program of agri- 
cultural research to the 25 USDA re- 
search and marketing advisory com- 
mittees. 

The advisory committees, represent- 
ing all segments of the nation’s agri- 
culture, are appointed by the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture under provisions 
of the Research and Marketing Act of 
1946. At their 1957-58 meetings, 
starting in September and ending in 
February, committee members again 
will offer guidance to the USDA in its 
planning of future research to im- 
prove the production, marketing, and 
utilization of domestic agricultural 
products. 

On behalf of the committees, the 
USDA encourages interested groups 
to submit written recommendations 
concerning farm and related industry 
problems that need research attention. 


The N.C.A. Raw Products Research 
Bureau will welcome proposals for re- 
search on deciduous fruits, citrus 
fruits, vegetables, and seeds, and will 
forward them to the appropriate ad- 
visory committees. 


Seventeen of the advisory commit- 
tees are concerned with particular 
farm commodities, and eight commit- 
tees advise on research in specific func- 
tional areas. In addition, the Agricul- 
tural Research Policy Committee is 
concerned with the broader aspects of 
the USDA research program. 


The Fruit and Tree Nut Advisory 
Committee is scheduled to meet in Al- 
bany, Calif., January 6-10, and the 
Vegetable Advisory Committee in 
Washington, D. C., February 3-6. 

Following is the tentative 1957-58 
schedule for most of the advisory com- 
mittee meetings, which are to be held 
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in Washington, D. C., unless otherwise 
noted: 


Nov. 4-6—Food and Nutrition 
Nov. 18-15—Refrigerated and Frozen Prod- 


ov. 20-22—Rice 
. 2-5—Potato (Idaho 
. 4-6—Production 
. %11—Home Economics 
» Sd 


=) en Fruit and Tree Nut 

Jan. Water, * — 

Jan. 3 (West ) 
1— = istribution 

. 12- 

11-19—Livestock 


i—F ul t and Structures 


Idaho) 


N. C. A. Soth Anniversary 


The 50th anniversary of the N. C. A. 
was featured on the program Listen 
To Nutrition” on radio station WNYC 
(Municipal Broadcasting System), 
New York City, on August 19. The 
broadcaster of the program was Mrs. 
Iva Bennett, nutritionist, Bureau of 
Nutrition of the City of New York 
Department of Health. The program 
goes on the air at 8:50 a.m., Monday 
through Friday. 


Mrs. Bennett began, “This year the 
National Canners Association is cele- 
brating its 50th anniversary. This 
golden anniversary year finds more 
than 500 kinds and combinations of 
canned foods on the grocery shelves. 
There are about 50 different sized 
cans and the can itself has been per- 
fected in many ways.” She continued 
with a short background history of 
canning and points about the industry 
and canned foods of popular interest. 


“Canned food is a great conveni- 
ence,” she added, “and food put up in 
cans has proved invaluable in emer- 
gencies such as hurricanes, floods, 
tornadoes and the like.” A discussion 
of buying canned foods followed and 
her listeners were offered a sheet en- 
titled “Read the Label on Foods.” 


She ended by saying, “Congratula- 
tions to the National Canners Associa- 
tion. This method of packaging food 
has contributed greatly to the health 
and improved nutrition of the people 
in the world.“ 


FDA P Deadline 
for Prune Juice Briefs 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of August 29 that the deadline 
for filing briefs in connection with the 
proposed amendment to the definition 
and standard of identity for canned 
prune juice has been further extended 
from August 26 to September 23. 


Parade 


The Sunday magazine, Parade, car 
ried the article entitled “38 New — 
for Sandwiches” by Beth Merriman, 
food editor, on August 25. Each of 
the three recipes featured a canned 
food. 

“Clubwiches” used canned chicken 
and luncheon meat and “Zestwiches” 
and “Dandy Dipwiches” each used 
canned luncheon meat. The sand- 
wiches are pictured appetizingly in 
black and white photographs along 
with the recipes. 

Miss Merriman says, “No wonder 
sandwiches are popular—they’re so 
easy to prepare. Often they save the 
day for the harried hostess with un- 
expected guests or a teen-age group 
to serve.” 


True Love 


The food feature in the September 
issue of True Love magazine, a Mac- 
fadden publication, is entitled “Vege- 
tables with a lively touch.” It begins, 
“Are you tired of ‘just plain’ vege- 
tables? Then try seasoning your 
favorite vegetables with tomato!” 


Seven recipes for vegetables are 
given: “Green Beans with Tomato 
Sauce,” “Zucchini Squash,” “Creole 
Cabbage,” ‘‘Eggplant Casserole,” 
“Healthy-O-Vegetable Dish,” “Glam- 
our Orange Marmalade Beans,” and 
“Corn and Tomato Casserole.” The 
recipes selected by food editor Esther 
Foley were contributed by readers and 
were tested in the Macfadden kitch- 
ens. Each uses canned tomatoes or 
tomato sauce, and canned corn is also 
used in two of the recipes. 


Study of Tuna Imports 


Pursuant to a resolution adopted 
by the Senate Finance Committee, the 
U. S. Tariff Commission on August 26 
instituted an investigation of tuna 
imports as they are affected by the 
customs law and tariffs. 


Tuna imports have been the subject 
of special study by the Tariff Commis- 
sion at various times since 1950, when 
the industry’s application for tariff 
relief under the so-called escape clause 
was denied. The Commission was in- 
structed by the Finance Committee 
in 1952 to make a supplementary in- 
vestigation, and the current resolution 
directs the Commission to bring this 
up to date. 

The Tariff Commission will hold 
public hearings at a future date, to 
be announced, and is to report to the 
Finance Committee by February 1. 


1956-57 Packs of Citrus Juices 


The 1956-57 pack of canned single- 
strength citrus juices in Florida to- 
taled more than 35 million standard 
cases, 8 percent larger than the 1955- 
56 pack, according to the Florida Can- 
ners Association. 


Output of orange juice was up 
nearly 9 percent over 1955-56, and 
that of tangerine juice and blends was 
up 28 percent. However, the pack of 
grapefruit juice was down 3 percent 
and that of blended orange and grape- 
fruit juice was down nearly 2 percent. 


Total — 

Item 1955 1055 1956 

(thousands of cases 24/2's) 
juice..... 5.388 5,256 5,176 
Grapefruit juice 13.682 12,703 12,499 
juiee...... 16,723 15,503 16,820 

Tangerine juice & 

blends......... 556 556 713 


FRozEN Citrus JUICES 


Output of frozen orange concentrate 
in Florida in 1956-57 was nearly 72 
million gallons, 2 percent larger than 
in 1955-56 and a new record. The 
1956-57 pack was made from nearly 
49 million boxes of oranges, 52 percent 
of the Florida crop. 


The Florida pack of frozen tanger- 
ine concentrate was up 80 percent and 
the pack of frozen grapefruit con- 
centrate was up 18 percent. The pack 
of blended concentrate was down 36 
percent. 


Canned Baby Food Stocks 


Details of the canned baby food 
supply, stock and shipment situation 
are reported by the N.C.A. Division 
of Statistics as follows: 


1956 1957 
(thousands of dosens) 
Canner stocks, Jan. 1 . T7017 74,005 
Pack, Jan. -July 74,26 83,000 
151,542 158,004 
Canner stocks, Aug. 1........ 54,930 56,008 


Canner shipments during July. 14,078 
Canner shipments, Jan.-July.. 096,603 102, ‘001 


FDA Y Deadline 
for Orange Juice Briefs 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of August 30 that the deadline 
for filing briefs in connection with the 
proposal to establish definitions and 
standards of identity for certain types 
of orange juice has been further ex- 
tended from August 16 to September 
30. 
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Per Capita Consumption 


of Processed Fruit Products Is Up; 


But Gains since 1947 Do Not Offset Decline for Fresh Fruit 


Per capita consumption of canned 
and frozen fruit products is rising, 
both in actual volume and in relation 
to total consumption of all fruit. 


Still, the gains in consumption of 
fruit in processed form are not enough 
to offset the decline in consumption of 
fresh fruit over the last 10 years, 
according to a report by the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service of USDA on 
The Fruit Situation. 


On the basis of farm weight equiva- 
lent, per capita consumption of non- 
citrus fruits in canned form was 33.0 
pounds in 1956; this represented 30 
percent of the total volume of these 
fruits consumed last year, compared 
with 21.5 percent of the total in 1947 
and 17.8 percent of the total in 1937. 


Per capita consumption of citrus 
fruits in both canned and frozen form 
totaled 49.1 pounds in 1956; this total 
accounted for 56 percent of all citrus 
consumed, with 35 percent of the crop 
being utilized in freezing and 21 per- 
cent utilized in canning. Consump- 
tion of processed citrus has exceeded 
that of fresh since 1954. 


Per capita consumption of fruit 
reached a high of about 228 pounds 
in 1946. Part of this apparent con- 
sumption was due to the re-stocking 
of retail stores and pantry shelves 
following the war, and per capita con- 
sumption since 1946 has decreased 
moderately and fluctuated around 200 
pounds annually. 


The decline in per capita consump- 
tion has been recorded for both fresh 
citrus fruit and noncitrus fruit, with 
the decline in fresh citrus a little 
sharper. Despite sizable gains in out- 
put and consumption of fruit in proc- 
essed form during this period, the per 
capita consumption of all fruits com- 
bined dropped from about 220 pounds 
in 1947 to about 198 pounds in 1956. 


During this 10-year period, per cap- 
ita consumption of all fruits combined 
(excluding juices) trended slightly up- 
ward. Consumption of canned apples 
and applesauce nearly doubled, that of 
peaches and pears increased a little, 
and that of other items did not change 
greatly. Use of peaches continued to 
lead other canned fruits. 


Among individual fresh fruits dur- 
ing 1947-56, per capita consumption 
of most of the important fruits de- 
clined. These declines were only par- 
tially offset by increases in tangerines, 
limes, avocados, and nectarines, of 
which domestic production has trended 
upward. 


Per capita consumption of bananas, 
the volume item among fresh fruits, 
fluctuated around 20 pounds during 
the last 10 years. However, per cap- 
ita consumption of apples dropped 
from 25.4 pounds in 1947 to 19.2 
pounds in 1956. Per capita consump- 
tion of fresh apricots and cherries 
in 1956 was half of that reported 10 
years earlier, and per capita consump- 
tion of peaches and pears has been 
reduced almost half in that period. 


The following table shows per capita 
consumption of fresh and processed 
fruit products, on the basis of farm 


weight equivalent, in 1987, 1947, and 
1956: 


1937 1047 1056 
(pounds) 

Fruits, noncitrus..... 140.9 125.8 110.4 
98.0 80.1 61,2 
Processed......... 42.9 45.7 40.2 

— 24.4 27.0 33.0 
Frozen... 0.5 3.4 4.1 
Dried.... 20.0 15.3 12.1 

Fruits, citrus........ 50.6 94.1 87.4 
44.5 62.2 38.3 
Processed. ........ 6.1 31.9 49.1 

5 6.1 31.7 18.5 
DD 0.2 30.6 


Definition of Small Business 


Senator Langer (S. D.) has intro- 
duced a bill, S. 2825, to amend the 
Small Business Act of 1958 to include 
certain agricultural enterprises within 
the definition of a small business con- 
cern. The bill would amend section 
208 of the Small Business Act to read 
as follows: 


“(a) For the purposes of this title, 
a small business concern (1) shall be 
deemed to be one which is independ- 
ently owned and operated and which is 
not dominant in its field of operation; 
and (2) shall include, along with other 
types of business enterprises (A) any 
corporation engaged in the raising for 
sale of agricultural products (includ- 
ing livestock, poultry, bees or birds), 
the processing or Lay ey, of such 
roducts for sale, or the developing, 
easing or sale of farms, or lands for 
the production of such products, or 
(B) any individual. cooperative, part- 
nership, association, or other entity 
engaged in the sale of such products. 


“(b) In addition to the criteria con- 
tained in subsection (a), the Admin- 
istration, in making a detailed defini- 
tion, may use, among other criteria, 


the following: number of employees 
and dollar * of business.“ 


Amortization of Farm Housing 


A bill to amend the Internal Reve- 
nue Code of 1954 to provide five-year 
amortization of housing facilities for 
farmworkers was reperted by the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
August 21. 


Under the bill, H. R. 9057, the cost 
of these housing facilities could be 
amortized over any 60 months during 
a period of 96 consecutive months. 
The legislation would apply only to 
housing completed or acquired after 
December 31, 1956. 


Dew Is Important Source 
Of Moisture for Crops 


Dew may be an important source of 
moisture for plants in the Midwest, it 
is reported by USDA. This is indi- 
cated by tests in Ohio that show ac- 
cumulation of dew can total as much as 
10 inches of water a year and in some 
years may furnish up to 20 percent of 
the total water supply for crops in 
the humid areas of the Midwest. 


The studies were made at Coshoc- 
ton, Ohio, by USDA’s Agricultural 
Research Service. Importance of dew 
as a moisture source in other parts of 
the nation remains to be determined, 
since tests like those conducted in Ohio 
AN been made in other areas of 


An appreciable amount of moisture 
that condenses as dew on plant leaves 
is absorbed directly by the plants, 
USDA researchers say. Also, some of 
the dew flows down plant stalks into 
the ground, thus adding to soil mois- 
ture. 


There is a widely held belief that 
dew gives little benefit to plants, be- 
cause most of it is lost through evap- 
oration by the morning sun. However, 
USDA studies in Ohio show that dew 
can be an important source of mois- 
ture for growing plants. 


This research indicates, for exam- 
ple, that plants often draw less than 
the usual amount of moisture from 
the soil in the morning, when dew 
is being evaporated from the plant 
leaves. Evidently dew absorbed 
through the leaves supplied part of 
the — requirements at this time 
of day. 


In the USDA tests, dew accounted 
for as much as 0.08 inch of water in 
a single day and at times provided a 


monthly water supply of 1 inch or 
more. 
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Status of Legislation 


Alaska statehood—H. R. 7999, to 
provide statehood for Alaska, was re- 
ported by House Interior and Insular 
Affairs Committee June 25. 8. 49 
Alaska statehood, and 8. 50, Hawaii 
statehood, were reported by Senate In- 
terior Committee Aug. 29. 

Defense procurement—S. 1587 (Me- 
Clellan of Ark. and McCarthy of 
Wis.) and a number of coggenicn 
bills in the House, to create a “Supply 
and Service Administration” in the 
Department of Defense for purchase 
and distribution of common supply 
items, in line with Hoover Commis- 
sion recommendations, have been in- 
troduced and referred to Armed Serv- 
ices Committees. 

Farmworkers 


H. R. 9057, 
to provide for five-year amortization 
of housing facilities for farmworke 
was reported by House Ways 
Means ittee Aug. 21. 

FDA food additivee—H. R. 6747 
(Harris of Ark.) and 8. 1896 (Hill 
of Ala.), the Administration-sponsored 
bill, H. R. 8390 (Harris Ark.) 
H. R. 8629 (Wolverton of N. J.) and 
other food additives bills were the sub- 
— of hearings by the Health and 

ience Subcommittee of the House 
Commerce Committee July 15-24 and 
August 6-7. N.C.A. supports H. R. 
8890 and H. R. 8629. 

FDA reexporte—H. R. 6456, to 
amend FDA authority on reexporta- 


tion of seized articles, was passed by 
the House Aug. 5 and b Senate 
Aug. 20 and sent to the President. 


Fisheries loan fund—S. 2720, to in- 
crease the loan fund authorization 
from $10 million to $13 million, was 
passed by the Senate Aug. 20. 


Fishermen's Protective Act—S. 1483, 
to broaden protection of fishermen on 
the high seas, was reported by Senate 
Commerce Committee August 7, but 
was rejected by the Senate Aug. 23. 
H. R. 5526, with amendment, was re- 
ported b House Fisheries Committee 
August 15. 

Government contracte—H. R. 2 
to amend the Robinson-Patman A 
so as to make sales to nonprofit insti- 
tutions for resale, subject to the Act, 
has been referred to House J 
Committee. 

ICC agricultural exemption—S. 
1689 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H. R. 
5823 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 

icultural exemption in sec. 208 


222 of the Interstate erce 
t, have been introduced. 

Icc wate carrier definition—S. 
1677 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H.R. 


5825 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 
definition of a private motor carrier, 
as recommended by the ICC, was 
the subject of hearings by the Senate 
Surface Transportation Subcommittee 
May 6-10. 


ICC private carrier 922 
8. 1490 * 5 of Wash.) and 
H. R. 6664 (Harris of ), to re- 
quire porate motor carriers to regis- 
ter with the ICC annually, was ap- 
proved by the Senate Surface T 

rtation Subcommittee beet 12 and 
urther action on the bill has been 
postponed indefinitely. 


1680 (10 
— clases} and other bills to 
amend Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act so as to authorize 
marketing orders for cranberries for 
canning, were the subject of hearings 


by a Senate Agriculture Subcom- 

mittee April 20. A. opposes. 
and 8 Act—S. 

1856 (O'Mahoney of Wyo.), to trans- 


Potato marketing and labe A 
number of bills to prohibit the sale of 

tatoes of a lower grade than U. 8. 

0. 2, under certain conditions, were 
the subject of hearings by the House 
Agriculture Committee — 15-16 
and by the Senate Agriculture Com- 
mittee May 21-22. N. C. A. opposes ap- 
plication to canning. 


Poultry 2 re- 

port on 8. 1747, providing for com- 

pulsory USDA Inspection of poultry 

ug. 28 and is P. L. 85-172. 


NN notification—H. R. 7698 

(Celler of N. v.), to uire 60 days 

notice prior to merger of corporations 

having total book value of more than 
10 million, was reported by House Ju- 
iciary Committee May 28. 


ties under certain conditions, has been 
referred to Senate Agriculture Com- 
mittee, which has requested USDA 
views; and H. R. 6799 (Bow of Ohio 
and H. R. 7807 (Bentley of Mich. 
have been referred to House Judiciary 
Committee. No action scheduled. 
Reorganization Act—S. 1791, to ex- 
tend to June 1, 1959, the authority of 
the President to reorganize the execu- 
tive branch, was passed by the Senate 
June 1 and by the House, with amend- 


ments, July 10, and sent to erence 
Aug. 21. 

Robinson-Patman Act—S. 11 (ie 
fauver of Tenn.) and H. R. 11 (Pat- 
man Tex.), to restrict good 


faith defense against a charge of — 
discrimination, was approved without 
recommendation, by Senate Antitrust 
Subcommittee June 21 and is pending 
before the Judiciary Commit ' 
Wage-Hour—S. 1858 (Kenn of 
Mass. which includes propo: to 
eliminate overtime fishery exemption, 
was approved, without recommenda- 
mate Labor Subcommittee 
Senate Labor Committee 
considered the bill in executive session 
on May 22, May 28, June 5 and June 
25-26 but took no final action. House 
bills were considered by House Labor 
Subcommittee in executive session 
June 8, June 14, and June 18-20. 


Waste ons R. 1082 (Byrnes 
of Wis.), H. R. 2468 (Li b of 
Calif.), and H of 


wor been in 
C. A. su — roposal, w 

is ~a, ouse Ways 

Committee. 


White Act—S, 2349, to repeal a re- 


irement t of Alaska 
n 0 e 0 n 
bargaining for — House Aug. 22. 
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